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PROGARES OF CAINESE WORKERS IN ATAUIGLE
¥OR FEACE AND DEMOCRACY

A, Zyurin

The otrangtbeoning of the democratic regime of tha Poopla'e Republic of
China 1is going ou in towa snd country. In this comnection, agrerian reform
18 of tremsndous significance in carrylng out the csntury-old dramm aof tho
peceants 1o bovo the landownar's lands handed over to them, end ¢o hava
liguidated the very foundations of feudal exploitation. In an area inhabited
by 210 stllden of the 40O mdilion agrerian population, the peasants have
alisndy divided among themseives the land and squipment of the landlesda, Xp-
1952, iand reform vill be completed in the remalning aveas of the county, wish
the axesption of these regions which are populated by the minority pationalities.

On the inttiative of Hao Tee«tung, colomsel projects have been started te
aontpel the floeds which inflict ssrious lossen on Chirese sgriculiure. For theee
prajects {o 1951, ths people's government spent funds which were 4% tine
greatar thon the largast sxpanditure ever mads in ore Jotr by the Kuosintang.

In the Huai flo valley alone, 53 million percens have been 2reed foraver from
the threat of floed.

By carrying out the land reforx and @lving memiptonce %o the peasantry,
_ the Centrel People's Covernmant has facilitated the rapid reotorntien of
agricultural production,

During 1951, Ohing received § poreent mors grain than lass year, or 9%.5
porcent of tho prewar 1§36 harvest, Tne produstivn of ebtton will surpasn
fut« year's ciop by 36.9 percent, which iz 10 poresns abpve the 1935 level

-Which was the highest 4n the histery of Ohine.

At present, the state ssoter of tha natiomal gesnsy provides one bald
of the imdustrial cutput of tho sounmbry, Adeus four f4ftng of heavy industry
and alzogt one third of all Light industry ava coresnirsted in the bands of
e goversasnt, Asids from the state ecomemy in (nine, thers new are three
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[ffour listec_17 more cocioeconcmic forms: tre couperative economy, the individual s
_economy of peasents nnd handicraftsmen, the private capitalict economy, and . e |
state cipitelisnm. :

At the present stuge, the Chipese people are achievirg en incresse in
productive rorces, regardless of which of these five forme they represent,
The Gevelopment of ail the rectore 1s procegeding under t1.”.» ieadership of the
Central People's Government, on the basis of an over-all plan for sconomic
construction. Wiin primery concern for the most rapld industrielization of
the country, the Chinese Zowrum.ct Party ~ni *he Centrel People's Government
231G concentrating their efforts to raise the level of state industry, which
is of & socialistic nature and represents the economic support of the people's
dexceratic regime.

The need for the mast rapid posaible cevelopment of heavy industry, which
is in the hards of the aovermaznt, Is also dictated by the need to defend the
country from the encroachment of American ipperielism. Such data as the follow-
ing indicate the tremendous rate of growth of heavy industry in China: From
Jasuary to Lugust 1950, a5 egainst the corresponding period in 1949, the pro-
duction of pig iron increased 11.% tines, steel 7.8 times, and cerent 3.8 times.
The output of machincs and lathes increased more than three times, The inten-
sive i{pcresse in preduction 1s also cortinuing in 1951, During the Pirst hale
of the current yesr, the output oi heavy industry {together vith the conairus-
tion materials industry) increased by 4l percent over the same period of iast
yeer,

Great successes have been ach_eved in machine building, the most important
branch of heavy industry. During this year for the first time in the history
of the country, machines were wanufactured in Chins for the textile industry.
Another ackhievement of Chireze machins buailding is the p +vluction of automsbiles B
spare parts, and ‘motors, by the Tiemtsin autoxchile planb, According to in-
complete date, in 2 years time » the machine builders have gone into production
on 270 new types of output, including thousands of electric motors, powerful
irensformers, and complicated parts for floodgates. Formerly, tractors, drilling
machines, and automatic brakes were not produced in China. Now they are in !
preduction, !
i

By the end of 1950, industry in Chira bad resched the prewar level. During

the first half of 1951, the output of yarn increased 29 percent over the corres. !
ponding period of 1950, while textile ocutput increased 24,5 percent. Private
enterprises have pleyed en important role in the reestablisbment of light indus- !
try. In moct cases, they now are working on government orders for which theyv :
recaive credit, fuel, and rav waterial from the government. With the cooperation :
of the government organizations, the small private enterprises are Joinzd to- i
gethzr in stock companies, in whizh organizations of the government and of the
economy participate. Accordingly, to the extent that there is & streugthening i
of the state sector in industry and in trade, private capital is tecoming more :
and more subject to the regulatory influence of the government.

The largest industrisl centers are being succesefully reestablished, !
Shanghai, where there is concentrsted 80 percent of light industry emd 25 per- ]
cent of the heavy industry, is being reborn at a really tremendous speed. If ,
the total steel production in the city during January 1950 is taken as 100, |
then by December 1950, it amounted to 335, and by May of the ensuing year, !
470. The output of cement increased nearly seven times during the 2-y=ar period. |
In Tientsin, during 1950, in couparison with 1949, the cement industry increased i
i1g output nearly two times, Fflcur milling 75 percent and spivniug 45 percent. X
The outpu: of cotton textiles increased 52 percent. |
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Recently, the Chinase press indicated that, thanks te Soviet loag-term
-redlt, the republic now is in a nosition to impor% annually from the USSR
65 perceu. mors equipment thay i+ imported from the cupitalist ccuntries pricr
to World War II.

Chinese innstry is golng forvard rapldly. To meet the reguirements of
ratlonal defense and economic congtruction, sany new planis end mines are being
constiructed, During the Pirst & wouihs of 1951, the number of workery acd sm-
ployees inereesed by 130,000 persons; at present, they add up to nearly 13
nillicn persors, I mtliion of vwhom are industriel workers. The productivity
oZ lebor it steadily improing. In the textile industry, for instanca, the
output per unit of equipmenc now 1g 20-40 percent more than: it was du.ing the
KT regime. In state minea, the prodiuttivity of labor, in comparison with
1936, has growa 70-15C percent.

Ag of 1 March 1951, the law on stete social insurance veat ipnto effect,
It is apPlicable to ell enterprises which have more than 100 workers. The
furd of government insurence is established from payments made by state en-
terprices and private entrepreneurs, which are required to deduct k.5 per-
cent of the general wage fumd for these purposes (also for culturs) rervice i
fo. the workers). The law allows for peyment of different types of pensions,
relief for thore vho are temporarily incapacitated, tc maiateiln averazs earn-
inge dwring pregnency leave, ete. Por vorkers and cmployees, vho are tcupo-
rarily incepacit. “ed because of indvstrisl iajwry or occupational ailment, |
treatmeal nes been established at the expense of the administration or the
entreprensur, At present, soclal insurance coverage includes about 2.5
oillice vorkers. X

In June 1951, & special law was approved to protect the work apd health |
! of the workers. Also, s%ate control was instituted over observance of this
! law and over the observance of the rules of safety techniques, and labor
hygiens. In commection witk wodernizing equipment, arranging for technical
study Tor workers, and carrying out extensive measures in the techniques of
afety, the number of accidents in Chinese industry has shown a sharp decline,

The cultural-technical level of the Chinese working cless is groving
steadily. I11‘teracy is being wiped out. Early in 1951, in the schools at
enterprises there were 700,000 persons irn training on the Job. Im April 1951,
the rumber of persons in treining rose to 1,250,000; snd now it is almost 2
nillion. There sre more than a millisn workers and enpl~yees engaged in
technical studiee. All of these moves on thz part of the government are made
vith the active participation and essistance of the labor unions. Under the
supervision of the labor unicrs, there are 34 large palaces of culture y N
3,395 vorkars' clubs 215 mobile motion-plcture projectors, and 2,366 libraries.
The labtor unions nave orgenized 1,157 local-talent painter groups, and 23
btrigades of professional artists. who serve the workers of the industrial
enterpriges.

Thanks to the activity of the Chinese labor unions in protecting the
interests of the workers, and the cause of svreugthening the pecple's demo- ; {
cratic regime, the unions have earned the desp respect of the broad massas
of workers. The following data testify to ihe rapid growth of the authority
of the All-China Federation of Labor and its conatantly growing activity in
the ‘life of the country:

2. av

In 1948, thexe were 1,448,000 workers &and employess in the Chingse labor
unioms. In 1949, there were 2,373,0°0; in October 1950, L,604,000; snd in
August 1951, 6,130,997 persons. Memters of the organizaticnsibelonging to' the
All-China Federation of Labor include 9% percent of the railroad men, 89 per-
ceat of the post office and telegraph workers, 82 percent of the metallurgists, oy
and 83 percent of the workers engaged in mechine buildirg. :
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The new tacks witch fase the lebor unions, in connection with the
e8tadlishibert in tha country of the neopis‘s.dsmasratic Tsgine, Lave made
i © At Bcctesary o make Tunrdemental chergss mok only in their activity,.but
200 6156 ﬁhéﬁ’érgiiait&ti’ 04l structure. The besic principle of the orpan-
P00 ieabidn of the (hiness iabor unlons » DAS nov been declared to ba: incrossed
RS brmqtibﬁ’ end democratic cemtzalism., The place of the former emall #hop
- Jabor anicns has hean occupled Ty tha all-insliuesive profuction lahor unions,
4 Iabor uilon of rellrcag mo D2g aliesdy Deam establighed, as well'us
uwlews for post offics worke., s s textile vorkers, ccal, workers, matal workars,
- 824 thoge in hend couveyance; paver, fcod, education > &nd the war isductry.
K Lov groundwork comndtiees have been snt up for the organization of lahor
i eniozs in the merchant marire, for trade ewployees, chenlsts, builders,
lsather vorkers » printers enl pregs workers s Bachine Yuilding woixers ; and
metallurgy worksrs.

The All-China Psderetion of latcr bas six administrative regional lahor
unfon councils > 30 on the provineial level, 76 in special districts (osbordie-
mate to tho provincial commitieen) s 173 1in bslen, avd 1,634 ir chtu.
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